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THAKE, Ernest 
 

Private, G/17016 
7th Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Wednesday, 18th September 1918 
Killed in Action  
Cemetery: Epehy Wood Farm Cemetery 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 20 years  
 
 Ernest Thake was born on 14th August 1898, the fourth child of James Thake and 
Annie Maria, nee Basham. 
 
The Thake family was long settled in Haverhill and generations had lived in the 
Crowland area.  The men worked mainly as agricultural labourers, then as 
bricklayers’ labourers before becoming bricklayers, which was Ernest’s father’s 
trade. 
 
Ernest’s parents, James and Annie, were married on 6th April 1890 at St Mary’s 
Church, and set up home at 1 Camps Road, or Bull Lane as it was also known, with 
Annie working as a hair weaver whilst raising their first child Rose. 
 
The family soon moved to 5 Pound Row, off Crowland Road, where Ernest was born 
on 14th August 1898 and baptised, six weeks later, at St Mary’s Church. 
 

James and Annie were to have 
eleven children, with eight surviving 
childhood, and the family continued 
to live at Pound Row.   
 
At the age of twelve Ernest had left 
school and was working, like his 
older brother, Harry, as a general 
labourer with sister Rose, then 
twenty, employed as a cotton 
finisher. 
 
With the outbreak of war, Ernest 
enlisted in the army and served, as 
Private G/17016, with the 7th 
Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment.   
 
He was posted to France in August 
1917 and in September 1918 was 
involved in the short battle to retake 
the village of Epehy, which had been 
lost six months earlier.  
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The Battalion’s war diary tells us that on the 18th September 1918:  
‘Attacked at dawn. Very heavy M.G. fire owing to Epehy not being mopped up by the 
troops in front. Alpine Corps fought hard for the village. Our casualties about 200 
OR, 5 officers killed, 8 wounded. 
The battalion finally established positions East of Epehy on the railway bank and 
remained under very heavy M.G. and sniper fire.’ 
 
The village was retaken but Ernest was killed in action on this day. 
 
The South West Suffolk Echo of 2nd October 1918 reported that: 

 
‘Mr. and Mrs.Thake of 3 Down's Place, 
Haverhill have received information 
that their youngest son, Pte. E. Thake, 
of the Royal Sussex Regiment was 
killed in action on September 18th. 
Deceased, who was twenty years of 
age, joined up when he reached the 
age of eighteen. He had been in 
France since August 1917 and was 
expecting leave in the near future.  

His parents received a letter from him a fortnight before he was killed. Prior to 
enlistment he was employed at Messrs Christmas and Co's brewery. Mr. and Mrs. 
Thake have another son still serving.’ 
 
Ernest was buried at Epehy Wood Farm Cemetery, Epehy.   
 

 
 
 
Ernest is also remembered on the Memorial Plaque in St Mary’s Church. 
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At the unveiling of the Haverhill War Memorial a wreath was laid, inscribed: 
 

In loving memory of Pte.E.Thake killed in action in France  
September 18th, 1918 age 20 years   
From Mother, Father, Sisters and Brother 
 

His parents, then living at 3 Downs Place, received Ernest’s awards: the British War 
Medal and the Victory Medal together with his Memorial Plaque, Scroll and Letter 
from the King. 
 

 

    
 
 

Ernest’s Memorial Plaque and British War Medal 
 

 

 


